
EXPERIENTIAL 
LEARNING PROGRAM

WHAT’S INCLUDED

Core Education: Nursing home operations, staff 
roles, resident population.

Day in the Community: Tailored on-site 
experience aligned with your research focus.

Post-Program: Structured reflection and brief 
survey to capture lessons learned and inform 
future program experiences.

Who it’s for: Researchers transitioning to nursing 
home research.

Purpose: Structured, supported entry into 
nursing home care to familiarize researchers with 
workflows, staff roles, and resident needs.

Format: Five independent learning modules plus 
one day of experiential learning on site at a local 
nursing home.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

Research Studios
We are delighted to offer pilot funding for
research projects to support the
development of competitive NIH funded
applications.

Award Details: 
$75,000 for 1 year, total direct costs 
Not renewable
8 Pilots will be awarded over the course
of NEXT STEPs grant
Must complete project in 1 year

Upcoming Application Dates: 
RFA posted November 5,  2025
Informational Webinar November 21,
2025 @ 2-3pm ET
Application Due January 12, 2026 @
8pm ET
Pilot Awards Announced: March 1, 2026
Estimated Award Start Date: April/May
2026

Pilot applicants are encouraged to
participate, but all researchers are welcome!

Objective: To improve the quality of clinical
trials with structured, interactive
discussions. 

Methods: 
60-minute consultation
2 investigators focus on specific
questions at a specific stage in the
research process
Brief project summary 
Moderated discussion centered on pre-
defined and emerging questions, focused
discussion on problem-solving
Moderator and panelists summarize
comments 

Investigator receives a summary report and
digital recording from the discussion after
the session.

Experiential Learning Program (ELP)
Our innovative Experiential Learning Program is designed to match interested researchers
with nursing homes (NHs) for an immersive learning experience to help researchers gain
insights that will  support study design tailored for the realities of the NH setting. The
experience includes:

NEXT STEPs team matches interested researchers with a Nursing Home (NH) for an
immersive learning experience 
Researcher will complete pre-work to help inform them on NH infrastructure prior to
their visit
NEXT STEPs team works with NH staff to identify date and schedule for researcher
Researcher meets with Projects & Training Core (PTC) Core Lead and Staff to review
expectations and schedule
Researcher completes the Day in the NH
Researcher meets with NEXT STEPs team to debrief on their site visit

Pilot Projects

Contact Us!
nhtrials@iu.edu

nextstepsnetwork.org

Scan the
QR Code

and join our
network!

Opportunities for Engagement with NEXT STEPs!

Scan the QR code to fill out our 
request form, or visit our website!

READY TO PARTICIPATE?

nhtrials@iu.edu  |  nextstepsnetwork.org

Our innovative Experiential Learning Program 
is designed to match interested researchers 
with nursing homes for an immersive learning 
experience to help researchers gain insights 
that will support study design tailored for the 
realities of the center setting.

IMMERSIVE LEARNING FOR RESEARCHERS ENTERING THE NURSING HOME SETTING

MORE INFORMATION
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